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Synopsis

Northeast Ohioans who grew up visiting amusement parks in the 1940s through 1970s will cherish
the memories captured in this book, which includes Euclid Beach Park, Luna Park, Geauga Lake
Park, Puritas Springs Park, White City, Memphis Kiddie Park, Geneva-on-the-Lake, and others.
Those boisterous, colorful, exciting meccas fulfilled the fantasies of entertainment-hungry
Clevelanders. Each park had its own personality, its own alluring smells and sounds. At Euclid
Beach it was the stately sycamores and the unforgettable odor of the lake and of damp earth
beneath the pier. At Puritas Springs, the odor of warm oil on the chain of the Cyclone coaster. The
chatter of Monkey Island at Luna Park, the sharp reports of the Shooting Gallery at Geauga Lake.
David and Diane Francis, authors of several books on amusement park history, including

A¢a -A“Cedar Point: The Queen of American Watering Places,A¢a -Aedraw on their own
extensive archive and on the memories of fellow park buffs to create a vivid, nostalgic portrait of

days gone by.
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Customer Reviews

Lavishly illustrated with well-produced black-and-white photos. (Thomas Harper Alliance Review
2005-05-05)Chronicles the history and trends of Cleveland amusement parks with 192 beautiful
black-and-white photos, dating from the 1890s to the 1970s. The reader also gets vivid firsthand
accounts of people who either worked at the parks or frequented them. (Michael Goroff Cleveland
Jewish News 2005-07-29)Another aspect that adds a surprisingly personal dimension to the text is

the inclusion of a series of quotes from park employees and guests. (Amusement Today



2005-05-01)Gives a photo-filled history of all the local parks that existed in the 1940s through 1970s
.. . Methodically details the racial and class obstacles that amusement parks crashed through

during their peak years. (Michael Gallucci Cleveland Scene 2005-04-20)

Northeast Ohioans who grew up visiting amusement parks in the 1940s through 1970s will cherish
the memories captured in this book, which includes Euclid Beach Park, Luna Park, Geauga Lake
Park, Puritas Springs Park, White City, Memphis Kiddie Park, Geneva-on-the-Lake, and others.
Those boisterous, colorful, exciting meccas fulfilled the fantasies of entertainment-hungry
Clevelanders. Each park had its own personality, its own alluring smells and sounds. At Euclid
Beach it was the stately sycamores and the unforgettable odor of the lake and of damp earth
beneath the pier. At Puritas Springs, the odor of warm oil on the chain of the Cyclone coaster. The
chatter of Monkey Island at Luna Park, the sharp reports of the Shooting Gallery at Geauga Lake.
David and Diane Francis, authors of several books on amusement park history, including "Cedar
Point: The Queen of American Watering Places," draw on their own extensive archive and on the

memories of fellow park buffs to create a vivid, nostalgic portrait of days gone by.

Bought for mother for birthday, she grew up in Cleveland in the era book describes. She loved it.
Her sister and her opened the book at birthday party and they were lost in the book and reminiscing
for about an hour. They shared stories of their past times in these amusement parks with us. Can’t

put a price on that. The book was priceless to us. Highly recommend.

If you ever lived in Cleveland in the 40’s through the 60’s, you most certainly would have gone to
Euclid Beach Park. This amusement park is featured in this book by the Cleveland writer who has
taken me back in time to the days when | lived there. My first memory of the park was the pony cart
ride. The ponies were real, the carts had reins and there | was, age five, driving my cart with my
"own" pony. Later years, the other rides were fun. And the fun house where two laughing ladies
could be heard all across the park was full of mystery! Humphreys, the popcorn balls and taffy sold
in a glassed in shop in the middle of the park, is where one could watch the taffy being pulled by
huge machines! (I have been known to order the popcorn balls on their Internet site just to refresh
my memories!) The park closed down and someone told me that there are apartments there. But, if

you wish to take a walk backwards to refresh your memories. this book will be a winner for you!

Brought back many great memories... particularly of Euclid Beach (which was about 15 minutes



drive away from home) and Geauga Lake Park where the annual National Screw and Mfg, Co.
Picnic took place (all rides were free, there was huge picnic for employees and baseball games

featuring various departments for that years "World Series of National" )

Cleveland Amusement Park Memories was bought as a Christmas gift for my nephew. He loves it,
and said it was on his Wish List. (Unbeknown to me). | looked through the book before | mailed it to

him and | liked it too, so | will be buying one for myself.

i cant begin to calculate how many hours | spent as a youth at Euclid Beach Park and Geauga Lake
as well, everyone had an opinion about who had the best coasters, | always thought Geauga Lake
had the best one but Euclid Beach just had more. This book does an excellent job in bringing back
all the good memories of a time that was special in this baby boomers life, at that particular time

these parks were just about the coolest thing going and made living in Cleveland fun.

great book

This arrived in a timely manner and the period photography is excellent. | am very glad to have this

piece of nostalgia, a record of a bygone era.

CLEVELAND AMUSEMENT PARK MEMORIES IS SUCH A GREAT BOOK,| BOUGHT IT FOR MY
BROTHER WHO IS IN ASSISTED LIVING,HE SHARES IT WITH EVERYONE
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